
Headlines from the U.S. Consulate General ChennaiHeadlines from the U.S. Consulate General Chennai  
In Touch South IndiaIn Touch South India  

August – September, 2006     Volume: III, Issue: 5 http://chennai.usconsulate.gov  

Get in Touch 
 
Main Web link: 
 
http://chennai.usconsulate.gov  
Other links: 
 

http://americanlibrary.in.library.net  
http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov  
http://www.usaep.org  
http://buyusa.gov/india  
 

Consulate Phone Number: 
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Upcoming Films:Upcoming Films:  
  

Sweeping EpicsSweeping Epics  
 (Bi (Bi--weekly Friday Films)weekly Friday Films)  

August 11August 11  
The Elephant ManThe Elephant Man  
  
August 25August 25  
BirdBird  

September 8September 8  
FrancesFrances  
  
September 22September 22  
Raging BullRaging Bull  
  
All films at 6:30 p.m. All films at 6:30 p.m.   
at Film Chamber Theaterat Film Chamber Theater  
Gemini Circle Chennai Gemini Circle Chennai -- 6 6  
  

Seats on a first come first Seats on a first come first 
served basisserved basis  
CoCo--sponsored bysponsored by  
IndoIndo--Cine Appreciation Foun-Cine Appreciation Foun-
dation (ICAF)dation (ICAF)  

 

I had planned to begin my message with the happy subject of the celebration of 
the Fourth of July, American Independence Day.  Unfortunately, as much too of-
ten has been the case over the past several years, I am compelled to start on a 
much sadder note: the tragic July 11 bombings in Mumbai and Srinagar which 
took so many innocent lives and caused so many injuries.  Our deepest condo-

lences and sympathies go out to the victims and their families.  As President Bush said on July 
11, “The United States stands with the people and the Government of India and condemns in the 
strongest terms these atrocities.” 
 

The July 11 tragedies and other acts of terrorism give us even more reason to reflect on the sig-
nificance of July 4th and to treasure our hard-won freedoms, including what the Declaration of 
Independence termed as our “inalienable rights…to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.”  
Events such as those of July 11 may dampen our celebratory spirit, but they cannot dampen our 
resolve to enjoy and to protect these rights. 

-David T. Hopper, Consul General 

O n July 4, the United States celebrated its 
230th birthday. In commemoration, the 

Consulate General organized several events 
around the theme of immigration and diversity 
in American life. 
 
Ushering in the official celebration, Consul 
General David Hop-
per welcomed guests 
to his residence on 
Tuesday, July 4th. 
Colleagues from 
Chennai’s govern-
ment, media, busi-
ness, NGO and dip-
lomatic communities 
feasted on American 
snacks and mingled 
with the American 
Consulate officials. 
The Consul General 
addressed the gathering, echoing the words of 
Thomas Jefferson enshrined in our Declaration 
of Independence. 
 
In addition, Public Affairs sponsored several 
activities throughout the month. On July 5, Dr. 
Alan Kraut, renowned historian and author, 
addressed college students in Chennai via digi-
tal video conference about the history of immi-

gration in the U.S.  The current U.S. immigra-
tion debate is being closely followed in India, 
and the presentation provided an opportunity 
for the audience to ask questions about our pol-
icy. Vice Consul and Acting Public Affairs 
Officer Mahvash Siddiqui moderated the pres-
entation, while two local college professors of 

American History, Dr. 
D’Sami of Loyola Col-
lege and Dr. Rao of Sir 
Theyagaraya College 
served as panelists.  
Speaking on the current 
U.S. debate, Dr. Kraut 
stated that Americans 
on the whole like the 
idea of immigration, 
and that present con-
cerns focus primarily 
on illegal immigration. 
The lively discussion 

led to a greater recognition that America’s 
strength lies in cultural and racial diversity. 
 
Continuing the theme, on July 19, Acting Pub-
lic Affairs Officer Saad Bokhari addressed over 
1,200 Muslim college students at the New Col-
lege, a Muslim educational institution in Chen-
nai. He shared his experiences growing up as a 
Muslim in America and focused on how Islam 



 Positive Images : 

Acting PAO  Mahvash Siddiqui flags off 
the People Plus Football Tournament for 
persons with HIV/AIDS, organized by the 
Indian Community Welfare Organization 
(ICWO) in Chennai, on July 5. 

Acting PAO Brooke Spelman and Mr. Sultan 
Ahmed, Managing Director of Activityin-
dia.com with winners of Horlicks Wizkids 
2006 , in Chennai, on July 13. 

President George W. Bush embraces India’s Prime Minister Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, left, and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, right, at 
the Konstantinovsky Palace Complex Monday, July 17. President Bush 
met with the two leaders separately in bilateral meetings during the G8 
Summit in Strelna, Russia.  White House photo by Eric Draper. 
Full story:http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/07/20060717-1.html  
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To round out the month and give voice to a Muslim leader 
in the United States, a digital video conference was held 
July 26th on “Muslim Life in America.” The DVC featured 
Imam Darryl E. Wainwright, Executive Director of the Is-
lamic Affairs Council of Maryland. Mr. Wainwright, who is 
also the Imam of a mosque in Baltimore, Maryland, spoke to 
students from three Muslim colleges in Chennai. Students 
from New College and JBAS College led the student panel.  
Saad Bokhari, Acting Public Affairs Officer, moderated the 
session. 
 
Students had a chance for frank and open discussion with 
Imam Wainwright on topics such as whether sharia law ex-
ists in the U.S., whether the Hijab is considered a symbol of 
oppression, and whether Muslims have equal opportunities 
in the military, government and employment. 
 

AIRC REACHES OUT 
 

July was a busy one for the American Information Resource 
Center (AIRC).   AIRC Director Jagadish Mysore and his 
team organized a series of article discussions in Chennai, in 
collaboration with the Acting Public Affairs Officers. Two 
of these discussions focused on the U.S.-India Agricultural 
Knowledge Initiative (AKI) and the issue of Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) as it relates to the globalized, digital-
ized world.   
 
On July 7, Vice Consul and Acting Public Affairs Officer 
Mahvash Siddiqui initiated a discussion and interacted with 
10 senior scientists at the internationally renowned think 

is practiced in the U.S. Mr. Bokhari emphasized and highlighted  
the religious freedom diversity that can be witnessed in America. 
 
Two more events rounded out the month. On July 25, Acting Pub-
lic Affairs Officer Anne Seshadri addressed 70 international rela-
tions students at Stella Maris College on freedom of religion and 
church-state relations, drawing on articles from American journal-

ists and academics. She noted that America’s founding fathers 
were the first in the Western world to envision a country that sepa-
rated the religion of its people from that of its ruler. Students de-
bated the role of religion in a democracy versus other kinds of 
governments. Many raised points relating to their own experi-
ences, including worshipping a minority religion while living in 
the Middle East. They noted that secular states offer secular edu-
cation systems which teach diverse viewpoints and religious toler-
ance. India and the U.S., the students commented, share the model 
of a secular state which gives rise to diversity and freedom of ex-
pression for all. 



Consular Corner:  
Expedited appointments – Meeting legitimate 
needs for South Indians to travel to the U.S. on an 
urgent basis.   
 

The American Consulate interviews nearly 1,000 visa ap-
plicants on a daily basis.  Ambassador Mulford has sought 
to make the growing needs of business and student travel-
ers to the U.S. a top priority.  As such, the U.S. Consulate 
provides expedited appointments, or “preponements” of 
visa appointments to individuals who fall within these two 
categories. Through our careful vetting process, the Consu-
late schedules twenty expedited appointments per day. Our 
expedited appointments for the business community focus 
on preventing the loss of business to either the Indian or 
U.S. company. The Consulate can also accommodate re-
quests for conferences and important meetings.  
 
In the area of emergency student visas, the Consulate has 
met the heavy demand this summer for students wanting to 
enroll in U.S. universities for the fall semester. By prioritiz-
ing student appointments in the months of July and August, 
including opening up the Consulate one Saturday per 
month, we have ensured that students can be interviewed 
up to six weeks before the start of classes. Each student is 
allotted not one but two (should they need it) emergency 
appointments in a six month period. As a result, our visa 
information unit has reported virtually no complaints from 
students unable to get an appointment. 
 
In addition, the Consulate is responsive to humanitarian 
situations which require immediate visa issuance. When 
emergency circumstances dictate, the Consulate helps re-
unite South Indians with their family members in the 
United States.  
 
To make an emergency/priority appointment, clients should 
check the VFS website at: http://www.visa-services.co.in 
Requests are examined carefully and, like all materials sub-
mitted to the U.S. Consulate, are subject to fraud investiga-
tions if there is any doubt about their validity. 

Anne L. Seshadri 
Vice Consul: 
 

City of Joy 
by Dominique Lapierre (1985) 
 

This is the book that led me to India for the first 
time in 1994. Dominique Lapierre, a French jour-
nalist perhaps better known for “Freedom at Mid-
night”, tells the story of an American doctor living 
among the poor in a Calcutta slum. Despite their 
reduced circumstances, he is surprised to find in 
people a great capacity for joy and a hunger for life. Interestingly, reviews 
of this book are divisive, with some arguing it portrays a dated vision of 
the country. While India has undergone a lot of change since this book 
was published in 1985, it remains a powerful tale about compassion and 
human dignity. Read it for yourself and decide!   

Saad S. Bokhari  
Vice Consul: 
 

Lincoln Lawyer 
by Michael Connelly (2005) 
 

Mickey Haller is a defense attorney who runs 
from case to case trying to make as much money 
as possible and put in a decent defense for his 
clients in the process. One day he is asked to 
defend a very rich young man from Beverly Hills 
who supposedly assaulted a woman. At first he is 
convinced that this Louis Roulet is innocent, but bit by bit he finds out 
that Louis is not only guilty, but also related to another case in which he 
defended the suspect. This brings Mickey into a very difficult position: 
any information he has on Louis is confidential, but on the other hand he 
wants to make sure that an innocent man has justice done. Together with 
his investigator he tries to pull off a stunt that may cost him his career and 
his life. 

“Outside of a dog, a man’s best friend is a book.  Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read.” (Groucho Marx) 

tank and NGO, M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation 
(MSSRF) in Chennai. Debating the initiative, the group discussed 
its future prospects and highlighted the concept of “knowledge 
centers” operated by scientists as a way to enhance networking to 
better transfer appropriate technologies through this initiative at 
the grass-roots level.  Some of the other issues discussed related to 
food processing, infrastructure building and private partnerships.    

On July 12, Vice Consul and Acting PAO Brooke Spelman mod-
erated a discussion on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) with the 
students of Dr. Ambedkar Law University, Chennai.  More than 
50 students, faculty and legal professionals participated in the pro-
gram.  Three articles form the State Department International In-
formation Programs (IIP) publication “Focus on Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights” formed the basis for the discussion. Three senior stu-
dents from the University reviewed the articles through presenta-
tions.  A vibrant discussion followed on the genesis of copyright 
and IPR laws, piracy, IPR enforcement in the United States and 
India and the impact of globalization on IPR around the world.  
The group unanimously agreed that more was needed in terms of 
stringent regulations, enforcement, NGO participation and educa-
tion of younger generations through awareness programs in order 
for IPR to be effectively implemented in India. 

Acting PAO Brooke Spelmen presenting books to the Corporation Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School, Chennai , during the morning assembly.  
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Mr. George A. Bishop., Jr., is the Senior English Language Fellow 
at the Directorate of Collegiate Education, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, Hyderabad.. He spoke to the former Assistant Public Af-
fairs Officer Christopher Wurst. 

 
CW: George, I would like to know what 
made you  choose to serve in India. 
 
GB: When I applied for the English Lan-
guage Fellowship (ELF) with the U.S 
State Department last year, I was given a 
choice between Kuwait and India.  Natu-
rally, I chose India.  
  
CW: What is the edge the ELF program 

offered by the State Department has over any other ELF program? 
 
GB: The great thing about the ELF program is that it places fellows 
at local host institutions, so that fellows work in cooperation with 
local teachers and administrators in the country.  In my case, my 
host is the Directorate of Collegiate Education, Dr. K. Lakshmina-
rayana. 
   
CW: Can you explain about your experiences in teaching at the 
Directorate of Collegiate Education in your first term? 
 
GB: The Directorate has been an ideal host.  Dr. Lakshminarayana 
has been a wonderful collaborator in setting up a program to retrain 
English lecturers at Government colleges around the state.  His of-
fice has provided all kinds of logistical support, facilities and sup-
plies.  Besides this, he has done everything possible to make my 
stay in Hyderabad comfortable.    
  
CW: What were the criteria that you set to select the teachers for 
the training program? 
 
GB: First of all, the teachers must work at Government-aided col-
leges in the state.  They should have at least five years until retire-
ment, and a minimum of five years of service.  They should also 
have acceptable language skills, and show enthusiasm and willing-
ness to participate in the retraining program.  For Training Assis-
tants, we also require some high qualifications, such as an MA, 
PhD, CIEFL or similar certification. 
  
CW: Did you observe any visible outcomes of the program at the 
end of this fellowship period? 
 
GB: Most teachers are only now beginning classes with students, so 
we’re still waiting to see how they implement the training in their 
colleges.  At all of the workshops, though, the lecturers have shown 
great enthusiasm for the training, and say they are eager to try out 
the techniques we show them. 
  
CW: You traveled a bit in South India? Can you share some of your 
impressions about South India?     
 
GB: I like the variety of landscape--the rocks of Hyderabad, the 
lush greenery of the coastal areas.  I like the beaches, and the coco-
nut-flavored cooking of Kerala.  And all the people that I’ve 
worked with so far have been wonderfully friendly and welcoming.  

Dr. K. Lakshminarayana, IAS, is the Director of Collegiate Educa-
tion, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad.  
 
 

 
CW: Can you share a bit about the back-
ground of the Directorate of Collegiate 
Education? 
 
KL: The Directorate of Collegiate Educa-
tion is a State Government organization, 
was bifurcated from Department of 
Higher Education in 1989 to deal with 
matters of under graduate and post gradu-
ate colleges in A.P.  There are 178 Gov-
ernment, 179 Private- Aided and 1304 
Private self financed colleges under the administrative control of 
the Directorate of Collegiate Education. 
 
CW: What is the objective of the ELF program at the Directorate? 
  
KL: To improve the communication skills of students at Govern-
ment-aided colleges in AP by enhancing the teaching skills of the 
lecturers. The goal is to eventually retrain all the English lecturers 
at Government colleges in AP.   
 
CW: Can you give us your feedback about the outcomes of the ELF 
program in Andhra Pradesh? 
 
KL: So far, we have trained batches of teachers from four zones of 
AP--almost 100 teachers.  We’ve also trained 23 Lead Teachers, 
one from each district of the state.  Some of these Lead Teachers 
work alongside Mr. Bishop as Training Assistants for the Zone 
Workshops.    
  
CW: What difference has the program made to your teachers who 
attended the program over this 10 month period? 
 
KL: I like to meet the teachers at the beginning and the end of each 
workshop.  At the beginning of the workshops, the teachers are of-
ten skeptical about the program.  They think it will be a waste of 
their time.  But by the end of the program, when I see them at the 
valedictory, they are full of praise for the program.  They all agree 
that it is valuable training.   Many say that the training should be 
longer, or expanded, or required for every teacher in the State of 
Andhra Pradesh.    
  
CW: Will the teachers experience greater success on attending this 
program? 
 
KL: They will certainly be equipped with new techniques to teach 
better communication skills in their classes.  
 
CW: Can you give your suggestions for areas of improvement? 
 
KL: The real test of the program will be after the teachers resume 
their classes.  Then we can see how they implement these changes 
at their colleges.  I think the aspect of follow-up is very important 
for this reason.  We want to be able to stay in touch with the teach-
ers, and learn about their experiences in the classroom. 

Q & A with Mr. George A. Bishop and Dr. K. Lakshminarayana 


